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SKETCH OF LADY IN TOE SHOES 
she poin ts the way 
body archi ng, reaching pain 
muscles pull, divide, ripple up her back. 
meet aga in, loin over the belly 
nerve tight. 
(reach in9 tor the 
point of being 
where the muscle and the dividing pain 
meet. .. ) 
again. 
the pain is begged from muscle 
perfection is demanded of bone 
patience wrung from nerves 
even the blood must move 
along the arching point 
demand/release 
she asks again and again 
her body points the way ... 
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